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Look Oh merciful Lord to your servants in these difficult times
Save us from our enemies and strengthen us in our anxiety
The Mongols have destroyed our Irbil, Kermelis and teleskuf

In his other poem known as “how miserable our days are” he
further laments on the misery that has befallen on this area as he
writes:

The children are tortured

The priests are murdered

The shepherds are shackled and beaten
The holly places are violated
Christians are mercilessly persecuted
Churches are destroyed

Nature also took its tool on the area; the sky refused to cry and
held its tears. The land was dry and snow crept in freezing all
rivers.

The hungry droves of locust descendent on what was left of the
trees and crops making the land barn and making hunger rife in
the area. The plague was killing without mercy all the inhabitants
of his area. Gewargis lived through these circumstances for over
five years surrendering his life and fate to the care of the
almighty asking the savior Jesus Christ to have pity on him and
his people

Despite all these tragedies Gewargis continued in his writing
relying on the heavenly care of the Lord. Enticing his flock to
continue to exult and love the Virgin Mary which he excelled in
adoring. He felt her comfort towards him when he called her. He
was famous for his poetry to Mary the Virgin that he was
nicknamed “poet of the Virgin”. He compiled more than 150
poems. Gewargis died in year 1300.
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Gewargis warda

By Robert Ewan

Gewargis Warda lived throughout the thirteen century. He was
born into a very christen family in Irbil (northern Iraq).He was a
bright kid with a good sense of humor with a handsome looks.
He composed poetry and used it as lyrics for his songs.

He was nicknamed Warda (flower) because of the beauty of his
poetry. His poetry at the time was regarded as one of the best for
its simplicity and how
easily it was understood
by the masses. Being a
very religious person he
would  express  his
thoughts with reliance
on the holly book.

He  witnessed  the
suffering of his
hometown Irbil and its
surrounding villages
when it was invaded by
the Mongols in 1224. In
one of his poems he
says:

I don’t know which village I converse with

And to who shall I cry and shed my tears

For I see destruction and devastation upon all our villages
Lord for how long unjustness will prevail

For how long you won’t care about our perishments
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Genesis, the original “sin” or fall of man from grace was the cause of
all evils because it tarnished the whole of creation. God is Lord of
creation and can intervene, but He is also the God of justice. He gave
us a free will, which He always respects, even when we choose evil. If
we are honest, we should also blame ourselves for playing a part in
natural disasters, e.g., building weak dams, bridges and buildings.

So did God abandon Haiti? Absolutely no. He remained with His
people (though invisibly), suffering with them and feeling their pain
when they mourned the death of their loved ones. As for those who
died, He has taken them unto Himself where they suffer no more. He
also inspired countless people of all faiths and none to work together in
order to alleviate the agony of the victims and help them rebuild their
shattered lives.

No explanation is completely satisfactory because we’re dealing with a
mystery here. God reminds us: “My ways are not your ways”’. As
Christians, it’s best to look at the example of Christ himself who,
though innocent, was tortured and killed in the most brutal manner. So
we must put our trust in God completely because He can bring good
out of evil (Rom. 8:28) and will allow nothing to separate us from His
love (Rom 8:35-39).

++
EWQVEKEBTCCRBYVETRZN
HHIFWJNFVEKEKROSN
UIWYBRVESIEJEEKT
BEETIDKHNJMWNMEHTF
TVLQBPNQPMDJIEMJ
BSJYRLYQCERBGHGN
GEDBEHMDREDEKORTLK
HNUSZDNVBIKHDOZE
EWJUBRAQRAYRNLT
CHURVFCMNTDONKH
SRHKWPMLQEWGTUTE
RHTIIZRISLTYBHUJIM
MTAZLHCSPYSETZ ZOTW
SCNLLSANZEMAYTFTU
ZHTALHEBIDEENTYPREB

FIND THE WOFDS IIN THE SCRIPTURE BELOW IN THE PUZZLE ABOVE

"You shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will
send them.” MATTHEW 21:3
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DID GOD ABANDON HAITI??

Dr. Joe Seferta

The recent earthquake disaster in Haiti is still fresh in our minds.
All religions ask why bad things happen to good people, whether
through natural disasters, as in Haiti, or man-made disasters such as
war. The core question is: If God is so loving and caring why does He
allow horrible events to
happen? Let us focus on
two religions to see what
solutions they offer,
namely, Buddhism and
Christianity.

In the case of Buddhism,
the problem 1is simpler
because they do not believe
in a personal deity and are
spared the agony of trying
to explain away the
evidence that appears to contradict the belief in an all-knowing, all
loving and all-powerful God. To Buddhists, it’s just the way nature
behaves: the earth’s tectonic plates move in destructive ways at times,
just as rain can stop for long periods resulting in drought, and bacteria
can cause diseases. The whole of life entails dukkha (suffering) and
this stems from our unrealistic desires to protect ourselves from evil.
So the way to minimise suffering is by accepting the world as it is,
modifying our selfish desires and remaining calm and disciplined no
matter what happens. Only thus can we achieve inner peace and
harmony with our surroundings, and, if we remain morally blameless,
we can attain a state of blessedness (nirvana) in this life as well as in
future reincarnations.
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What about the Christian explanation? Although the Old
Testament contains instances of God inflicting punishment on sinful
people, the New Testament repeatedly proclaims the God of love. But . it : "
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O Jesus, | pray for Your faithful and fervent priests, for
Your unfaithful and tepid priests; for Your priests laboring
at home or abroad in distant mission fields; for Your
tempted priests; for Your lonely and desolate priests; for
Your young priests; for Your dying priests; for the souls of
Your priests in purgatory.

But above all | recommend to You the priests dearest to me:

the priest who baptized me; the priest who absolved me from

my sins; the priest at whose Masses | assisted and who gaye

me Your Body and Blood in Holy Communion; the priests

who taught and instructed me; all the priests to whom | am
indebted in any other way.

Jesus, keep them all close to Your heart, and bless them
abundantly in time and in eternity. Amen.
111
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‘principally written in the Church’s heart rather than in documents

and records (CCC 113) The Faithful should honor the three together.
We need the Acts of the Apostles and Fathers of the Church; their
writings, prayers, traditions. Part of this heritage has been transformed
from the Scriptures and from Jesus Himself such as the Last Supper
Prayer (the Eucharist). The Twelve disciples worked with Him for at
least three years, tried to proclaim the kingdom of God. After the
resurrection, they become leaders of the early church. They imitated
Jesus and transmitted every thing about His style of life to the new
generation; despite this knowledge have been fulfilled step by step
between the first meeting with Him and the Resurrection. We call
‘Apostolic Tradition’ to this witness. Also, this tradition have been
fulfilled within two periods; the first, as we have mentioned, by the
Apostles, while the second has been found in local churches after the
Apostolic era.

The Magisterium

The Truth is hierarchy, and faith is
totally united. In order to decide
what is true Tradition and correct
meaning of Scripture, bishops and
their successors (the Pope and
bishops in communion) have the
position of the Apostles teaching.
This is the Magisterium and is 3
servant of the Word of God (DV g,
10).

We have seen the strong g
connection amongst the three
which presents the best transmission of God’s Revelation to all
generations. They have been prepared under the action of the
Holy Spirit.

When lighting a candle, we know how the three works together;
the body may is a symbol for Scriptures, the fire for the role of
the Apostles in the early church, and the light for the role of the
Church today. In our Liturgy of the Word, we sing the Psalm
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for mv fatxalm
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THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN

A PROTESTANT APPROACH TO SCRIPTURE AND A
CATHOLIC ONE

By Fr H. Jajou

Below, a few paragraphs about the
differences between Catholic and
Protestant approach to the meaning of
Revelation. The paragraphs are based on |
the Models: ‘Foundation of Faith’ and
‘Introduction to Catechesis’. Firstly, I
will make a short survey on the both approaches, then, explain why
we have to depend on the Tradition and
Magisterium of the Church to be honest to our
Faith.

Convergence and Divergence

There are convergence and divergence between
the Catholic and the Protestant regarding the
meaning of revelation. Both of them believe in God’s revelation, God
is the author of Sacred Scriptuf€CC 105), but He speaks in us in a
human way (CCC 109). However, there are fundamental differences.
The Catholic believes that the Scriptures, Tradition, and the
Magisterium are very important, whilst the Protestant believe in the
Scripture only.

The Tradition
The Tradition, which is the work of the Holy Spirit, is extremely
important. This is because we believe that the Word of God is His
communicating and will, and Jesus Christ is God’s self — revelation,
wanting to reveal Himself. The Apostles form the starting point for
the transmission of the revelation. As a Catholic, we believe that the
Scriptures are very important, which is the convergence point with the
Protestant, but we can’t leave aside the positive influence of the
Apostles and our Tradition. Scripture must be read ‘within the living
Tradition of the Church(CCC 113). It is
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THE CHALDEAN CHATHOLIC MISSION

PUBLISHING (2004-2010)

Magazine

1.

Al-Qeethara Magazine (Arabic + Eng + Aramaic) (102)

Newsletter
1- Mesopotamia Newsletter (Eng.) (21)
Books

1- Annibale Maria di Francia Biografia (Arabic)

2- Encountering the other (Arabic)

3- The Courage to pray (Arabic)

4- Should be praised forever (Eng.)

5- The Scripture readings according to the Chaldean Mass Rite.

6- Lamp Unto My Feet (Arabic)

7- Space for the Spirit (Arabic)

Booklets

1- Daily prayer booklet (Arabic)

2- The Little Flock (Eng.)

3- Morning Prayers according the Liturgy of the Eastern Church (Eng.
+ Arabic)

4- Evening Prayers according the Liturgy of the Eastern Church (Eng. +
Arabic)

5- The Divine Mercy (Arabic)

6- St Padre Peo Rosary (Arabic)

7- The Rite of the Good Friday (Eng + Arabic)

8- The Rite of the Palm Sunday Celebration (Arabic + Aramaic)

9- The Rite of ‘Al-Ba’ootha Fasting’ (Arabic)
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